
From the 1970’s through the mid-1980’s, the 147.06 repeater was 
located at Villanova University in Villanova, PA. The picture below 
shows a 1970’s view of part of the university campus. 

EARLY VIEWS OF THE 147.06 REPEATER 
Photos contributed by Ray Kiesel K3RIZ 

 
These photos take us back to the early 1970’s, before MARC began, when FM repeaters 
were a new thing in ham radio. Some hams predicted that repeaters were just a fad that 
would soon be forgotten. Others said that in the future every town would have a repeater, 
and really big cities might have as many as two repeaters. No one foresaw how repeaters 
would proliferate, become the glue for local radio clubs, and change the hobby forever. 

 

It’s a little hard to see 
in the photo at right, 
but the dark vertical 
streak atop the build-
ing is the ‘06 repeater 
antenna. 

The left photo below shows the front of the WR3ABZ repeater cabinet 
at Villanova. That was the repeater’s callsign. In those days, repeaters 
were required to have distinctive callsigns beginning with the letters 
WR. The right photo below shows the back of the repeater cabinet, with 
the machine above and the duplexers at the bottom. 



Joe K3OBU was one of the two Joe’s who built the original 
‘06 repeater as a student project at Villanova. The QSL 
card above documents the first QSO through the repeater. 
That took place on November 23, 1973, between Joe 
K3OBU and Ray K3RIZ. 

The ARRL Repeater Directory back then only cost a dollar. It wasn’t a very fancy publica-
tion in those days. On the following page, you see the list of most of the repeaters on the 
air in Pennsylvania at the time! We’ve highlighted the relevant entry in a red box. If you 
glance a few lines up the page, you’ll see another familiar callsign in the “sponsor” col-
umn. Does anyone remember what the figures in the “Mod” column meant? 
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