M NUTES OF THE MEMBERSHI P MEETING OF MARC HELD JUNE 7, 1977, AT METROPCLI TAN SAVI NGS
There were 70 people present. (List attached)

The Sears letter was read, approved, and signed by all present.
MOTION:  To change the name of the club to the Md-Atlantic Amateur Radio C ub.

PASSED

This will conply with the FCC's requirement to enable us to get a club call.
TREASURER S REPORT

We have 76 nenbers - $564.90 is the current bal ance. The nenbers concurred
with the Board's suggestion that we earmark a fixed amount for repeater maintenance.
FI ELD DAY

Operators and food preparers are needed. One nore piece of |ow band gear is
needed for novice and CW W will use VBNWA's call.

PICNI C
There will be a picnic June 12 at Ridley Creek State Park at 12:00 Noon.

Barbara WB3EJX, will be the Oficial Bulletin Station and will be hel ping
with the newsletter.

The Sunday conversation net has been postponed until the fall.
CW practice will begin shortly.
It was suggested that an operating tip be added to the end of each bulletin.
More publicity is needed for the C ub.
Badges and T-shirts will be nmade up if there is an interest.
An auction followed the neeting.
Respectful ly submitted,
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Marl ene Maslin
Secretary
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Field Day

CQ CQ CQthis is W3-No-Wnen
Allowed, VBNWA. Yes, this call filled

the ai r\/\ays thanks to the many YLs who par-
ticipated

CQ CQ CQthis is W3-No-Wnen-All owed,
VWNWA.  Yes, this call filled the airways
thanks to the many YLs who participated in
the Md-Atlantic Amteur Radio Cub Field
Day activities , located in Lionville, PA
Approxi mately 32 nmenmbers of MARC kept
VBNWA/ 3 on the air for 24 hours.

Qperating on 2 through 80 neters, bra-
ving hi ?h w nds, nmonsoon rains, and occa-
sional Tightning and thunder, the MARC
crew managed to scrape up over 11,000
points.

Wil e many people cane and put many an
hour in operating, Field Day would not have
been possible wthout the follow ng people
making that extra special effort: Denny,
WB3BZW and Ed, K3YTR, for providing the
site; John, V8| @S, Bob, VBNWA. and Ed, K3YTR
for organizing and planning the entire event;
Bill, WB3CMM and the Haverford Township
Radio Cub for providing the generators;
Denny VB3BZW Marge Young (wife of Bob,
VBNWA; Betty de Courcelle (wife of Joe,
K30BU), Barbara, WB3EJX, Bob Josuweit (father
of WA3PZO), and Marlene, WA3UOC for providing
food and cooking services.

At least five other Field Day stations
took special note of VBNWA by sendi n% BLs.

Next year, MARC hopes to have a bigger
and better station on the air.

Wt ch out Mirphy!

ARES

A new and exciting outlook are in
store for the WR3ABZ ARES Sunday
ni ght net.

Bob, WA3PZ0, Public Service Director
of NARC made the foll ow ng announce-
ment on a recent net:

Since the purpose of the net is to
provi de energency communication, the
net should devote more time to the dis-
cussion of energency preparedness. Wth
this in mnd, the followng schedul e was
devel oped: On July 24, the National
Traffic System will be di scussed; July
31, Hurricane Zelda; August 2, MARC
meet i ng where several Red Cross courses
in disaster survey will be given; Aug. 7
a review of the meeting, August 14 a
di scussion of several handouts to be
given out at the neeting.

Hurricane Zelda will involve an
ima?i nary hurricane developing in the
Qlft of Mxico and eventual ly hitting
the Philadel phia area. The discussion
will revolve about how |ocal ARES nem
bers can participate in such an ener-
gency. A panel of exports will be on
the net to provide some food for
t hought .

Alot of help is needed to bring the
net up to an efficient level of pre-
paredness.  There are many small tasks
which need to be done. [|f you can spare
a small amount of time to help, please
contact WA3PZO,




REFLECTIONS
by
PETE, K3ZFG

Al though it has been only 9 nonths since
we had our first neeting in WASNUB s base-
ment, it seems as if the Cub has been around
for a long tine. V& have been witness to
many successes: a fabulous field day, an
astoundi ng auction, a dynam c dinner dance,
a perfect ﬁlcnlc, several marvel ous neetings.
However, the success we have enjoyed has been
the work of only a handful of people. | find
this disappointing. | hope that many of you
who have hel d back from vol unteering for
what ever reason will come out and help us,
Your conpletion of our menber survey on
page 3 w1l be greatly appreciated.

| participated in Field Day for the
first time at the site 5ﬁonsored by MARC.
| really can't say enough about the work of
all involved with special effort by WB3BZW
K3YTR, VBNWA, W8I QS, WB3GYV, K3KHU, and
WAPZO. It was a very professional job
extr??ely wel | done -- a personal thank you
to all.

Qur menber ship now exceeds 80 peopl e but
we are still looking to increase our rolls
substantially. For the time being, the Cub
Treasury is in the black, but there are many
things we would like to do as a O ub which
w1l require a |arge menmbership body, with
a resulting larger treasury. |'msure you
know peopl e who use the repeater, who attend
Club neetings, who aren't Cub nenbers. Wy
don't you encourage themto join. Talk up
the club -- keep it dynamc!! Let's give
oursel ves the satisfaction of belonging to
the best and one of the largest Amateur
Radio Clubs in the Delanare Valley

Amat eur Radi 0 exists because of the
public service it provides. This will be
the topic of the next MARC neeting, Aug. 2
at the Metroplitan Federal Savings Bank,
Gty Line and Haverford Aves., Phila.
at 8:00 pm

Several Red Cross courses in disaster
survey will be shown. In addition, a large
sel ection of handouts on emergency prepared-
ness will be available.

Anyone interested in public service is
urged to attend. You do not have to bo a
nmenber of the club to attend the neeting,

On Aug. 7, a discussion will be held
on the neeting activities during the net
at 8:00.
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SUWARY COF THE BCARD MEETING

The Board of Directors net 7/6/77 at
the home of Pete, K3ZFG

The Current Treasury Balance is
$549.14 with $70 in outstanding bills.

The major discussion of the evening
centered on the Sunday evening net an
ways to inprove it.

“Bob, WA3PZ0, re?retfully resigned as
Editor of the newsletter and Barbara,
VB3EJX, was asked to assume the respon-
sibility. The Board thanked Bob for
the tremendous effort he put forth in
establishing the newsletter

It was suggested we go to the nmenber-
ship requesting people to serve on the
various conmittees.

The Bylaws were conpleted and will go
to the nembership for approval at the
next nEet|n?. , _

As of 8/T/77. menbership fees will be
$5 for the balance of the membership year

Bill, WBYSZ, w1l organize a trans-
mtter bunt for August.

The next nenbership neeting will be
Tues., Aug. 2, at 8:00 pmat the Metro-
politan Savings Bank, Cty Line and
Haverford Aves.

MARC T-shirts and pins will be made
up but a logo is needed. All suggestions
are wel cone.

An official letter will be sent pro-
testing the reclassification of amateur
call letter license plates as status
plates with a resulting raise in fees.

The Board expressed their deep appre-
ciation to all those who hel ped on Field

Day

Summary conpiled by Marlene,
WA3UCC, MARC Secretary

WANT ADS

For Sale:

SB-144 with 10 crystal channel, $150,
HeathKit 40 watt anp for 2 neters. $45.
Contact K3PSW Bob Koest| er

For oale

TR22C with 11 sets of crystals for West
Phi | adal phia suburbs Contact Len,
WA3TCE, 527 0322




by Bob Josuweit, WA3IPZO

\édnesday, July 20, began as any other da
hut by noon, Eastern PA Phone Activities M-
ger, Bob, WA3PZO found hinself |eaving work to
participate in flood relief efforts in Johns-
town PA .

The night before, weather forecasters said a
low front would be moving through western PA
with the possibility of rain. This possibility
becane a terrifying reality with a rainstorm
that dunped 11" of water in 7 hours on the town
and surrounding Conemaugh River Valley. Seventy-
three people would lose their lives and 20 woul d
be unaccounted for and feared dead. Conpare this
with 3 people dying during Hurricane Agnes.

Communi cation ‘was a major problem from the
beginning. It took almost ten hour for the
first word of the disaster to reach Phila. news
media, only 250 miles away. .

“Anmost itmediately, PA Civil defense offi-
cials put out a call for additional amateur
radio operators who could operate on 34/94;
75/15; 52, and 75 meters.

PA 'RACES activated immediately on 3993. By
noon, it was realized that a Health and Vel -
fare net would have to be established. RACES
established 3988 as the H & W frequency.

Upon tuning to 3988, WA3PZO found no net
operation, just hundreds of stations calling
inwth traffic requesting health and welfare
information. Bob broke in and established a
net. At this point, nore problens were de-
vel oping than were being solved. Due to band
conditions, it became apparent that a net con-
trol station with a strong signal (linear) would
be needed to overcome 75 neter static crashes.
The only station who could do this was N3KZ,

Uni versity of Pennsylvania (Dave, \B2BTA, op)
~Bob and Dave decided to hold the traffic un-
til a Johnstown station or someone within VHF
range could relay traffic since there were no
Western PA stations willing to pick up the

tr%§f%%e end of the first day, the traffic
kept piling up but there were still no H
& Wstations on the air. Bob handled over
400 nessa%es the first daY.mhich doesn' t
include the National Traffic System |oad
whi ch would cone in the next day.

_Although it was over 24 hours since the
di saster, no one was sure how extensive
the danage was. Fbﬁorts indicated that be-
%Meentl and 4 earthen dams had burst during
e storm

Early Thursday morning, infornation was
received concerning tel ephone exchanges in
the affected areas. This data, however,
was usel ess because |ack of phone comuni-
cation does not indicate that homes or
Feo?le_mere hit by the flood. A zip code

ist did not prove helpful.

Finally, by late Thursday morning, a few
75 neter” Johnstown stationS capable of
handling H & Wtraffic began to apPear. Bob
and Dave began to relax a hit until they
realized the enormty of the situation in
Johnst own. . .

Stations receiving traffic had to overcome
several problens;

1 TeIePhone lines were down.

2) Shelters were not clearly marked

3) Establishing lists of casualties and
survivors was al nost inpossible since
peopl e had scattered to relatives, friends
or shelters and no one knew where anyone
el se was. .

4) Sonme people were all r|ght but bl ocked
off by mudslides or were without phone ser-
vi ce.

5) Mbst hams who cane to hel |O (from9
states and Canada) were unfamliar with
the town and could not sort messages by
streets

6) There were a lack of runners. If by
sone chance someone knew where the street
was, there were not enough operators to do
the running. o

7) There was a lack of comunication on
2 and 75 between Johnstown stations. Unless
there was emergency or priority traffic
stations did not get on the repeaters

By the end of the weekend, reports of
10 to 12,000 H & Winquiries were sitting
in Johnstown. More problens devel oped be-

CONTI NUED ON PAGE 2



FROM THE (TEMPOPARY) EDITCR S DESK

Every day nmany people key up 06 |ooking
for a contact. What do you do when you
hear these stations on? If you're like
most of us, you ignore them Usually it's
soneone you don't know, so what would you
have to talk about?

But stop for a monent!! Renenber your
first contact on amateur radio? Mre than
likely you do. You mght be the first
contact for this new ham-- one to be re-
menbered for years to come!

Renenmber those long drives and how fast
the time went when you had sonmeone to talk
to? It's just possible that this person
| ooking for a contact is on a long drive
and is lonely for a little conpany.

Remenber buying that new rig? You
couldn't wait to yet it on the air and
get a signal report. Perhaps this ham
has a new radio and needs a critical sig-

nal eval uation.
W all like to show off hamradio to
our non-hem friends. |It's possible that

this person |ooking for a contact wants

to demonstrate 2 neters to his/her friends.

Think of the inpression you'll make!!
Hams with newy acquired rigs or crys-
tals just comng on 06 for the first time
woul d wel cone information on the repeater
(operation and procedure) and the club.

The Cub naturally would wel cone new
nenber s.

Finally -- remenber how you felt the
last tine you got on the air, announced
you were |istening, and got no reply?
Anger? Frustration? Paranoia?

Vel |, when that person says s/he is
listening 06, pick up that mke and get
back to that ham who's waiting for your
comeback. You'll be glad you did!!

Marlene Maslin
WA3UCC

MEMBERSHI P SURVEY

Member ship surveys are now due. Please
send the formfromthe last issue OR
the followi ng information to Marlene

2736  Taunton St., Phila. 19152.
Name, Call, Address, Phone, Cass license
Menber ARRL?, Interest in working on club

comittees (social,
public service

technical, policy,
public relations, news-

letter); capabilities of listening on the
repeater input, transmitting on repeater
out put, operating on energency power;

do you have rotatable 2 meter beans?
Thank you.

cause of the huge volume of traffic, a
lack of a list of shelters (Red Cross
had transferred a master list to a com
puter in its Washington DC office and
many people had left the shelters. In
addition, many stations had to |eave
Johnstown Sunday night for job and fanmi -
ly commitnents. It was not known what
the status of the backed-up messages
was.

H & Wtraffic began to trickle out of
Johnstown very slowy, 100 per day at
its peak. These were not answers to
traffic sent in but sinply nmessages being
solicited from public access points
(shopping centers, etc.).

As tel ephone service began to be re-
stored, some Johnstown stations began
accepting traffic for specific telephone
exchanges. However, nmany phones went un-
answered and no assunptions could be made
on the status of the holders of these
nunber s

The 3988 net was in operation unti
July 30, approximately 16 hours a day.

Wil e emergency communication efforts
ended on July 30, analysis and critiques
are still taking place. Theoretically,
the flood of '77 should never have
occurred in Johnstown. But, in reality,
the sign declaring Johnstown to be
"The Flood Free Cty" was swept away by
the onrushing water,

Al this has its inplications in this
area. Think about it!! Are you ready
to spring into emergency action at a
nmoment' s notice?

MEMBERSHI P MEETI NG

The next general menbership neeting wll
be hel d Tuesday, Septenber 6 at 8:00 PM at
the Metropolitan Savings Bank, Gty Line and
Haverford Avenues. The topic of the neeting

will be the 06 repeater. Joe, K3OBU, and Joe
WA3CMQ  will discuss the devel opnent and con-
struction of the Radnor machine. Hope to see
you there!!
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